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The subject of my research concerns a collection of 10 illuminated choral books which are housed in the Museum of St John’s Co-Cathedral in Valletta, Malta. These choir books were among the largest books produced during the Middle Ages because the musical notation and script had to be of a size that could be read from a single copy by members of the choir. This collection of manuscripts was commissioned by the French Grand Master, L’Isle Adam, who was the first Grand Master of the Order of the Knights of St John to settle in Malta in 1530. The manuscripts date to 1533. They are attributed to the collaborators of the French illuminator Jean Pichore. The manuscripts are made of parchment and are bound in leather over wooden boards. They are magnificently decorated. 

The subject of this research paper is about the design of a tailor-made database which was created to record all the necessary and relevant information pertaining to this particular collection of muscial manuscripts. Owing to the complex nature and detailed bibliographical and codicological data that these manuscripts contain, it was fundamental to have a database that would allow for information to be compiled, stored and later extracted, organised and analyzed as needed. Since the database allows for the storage of both codicological descriptions as well as a detailed condition assessment record, particular phrasing and terminology was created and borrowed for the purpose.

The major advantage of this database is that several types of detailed searches can be made with all types of combinations. This is of enormous help when making comparative analysis of the different volumes and when compiling material for presentation and further research.
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